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A NATION AT RISK
APRIL 26, 1983

NThe educational foundat.
presently being eroded by a rising tide of

mediocrity that threatens our very future as a

nati on and as a peopl e, o
unfriendly foreign power had attempted to

Impose on America the mediocre educational
performance that exists today, we might well

have viewed It as an act
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Factors Impacting Readiness
for
College Students

Placement Process
BMassachusetts
BWorcester State College (WSC)

1 Past
9 Present

Remediation at WSC in recent years
Accuplacer & MCAS example tests

Is MCAS a readiness indicator?

Is Accuplacer a readiness indicator ?

Are math scores attrition indicators ?

Who decides to take a math class in Freshman
ear ?




Current Placement Process

} Massachusetts Requirements

BAccuplacer Elementary Algebra Exam is used at
all public colleges and universities as a readiness
test for college level math courses.

BRemediation classes are to be limited at the
college and university level.

BCommunity Colleges to fill remediation needs.




Placement Process at
Worcester State College

1993: Accuplacer is voluntary part of Freshman
registration

1998: Accuplacer required by BHE
2005: Students first take practice Accuplacer Exam

2006: Two chances to pass practice  Accuplacer Exam
BIf passed, then can take  Accuplacer

BOtherwise must attend 2 hour review before taking
Accuplacer




Placement Process at
Worcester State College

2004 54%
2005 36%
2006 23.5%
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Two-hour Review Students
Ready for College Math?

Practice Exam
2 chances

Pass

Elementary Algebra
Accuplacer

Fail

Pass

Remediation

A

College Level Math
Group 1

2 hour Review

\

Elementary Algebra
Accuplacer

Fail

Remediation

Pass

College Level Math
Group 2




1 Ho= Mean grade for Group 1= Mean grade for Group 2
1 Hi= Mean grade for Group 1 > Mean grade for Group 2

Course t P- Value
Group 1 Group 2
Survey of 1.95 0.071 2.21 1.68
Math
College 1.47 0.194 1.85 1.26
Algebra
Math 0.88 0.387 2.53 2.27
Concepts
I
Statistics | 0.63 0.265 2.02 1.87

A

A




