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Abstract

The abstract is a comprehensive summary of the contents of the article and should be approximately 120 words in length.  A good abstract will be accurate, self-contained, concise and specific, coherent, and readable.  The first sentence should provide a general statement of the area/question to which your research is addressed.  The next few sentences should briefly explain the task and the variables manipulated in the experiment.  One or two lines should then be devoted to the results.  Finally, a brief statement of the implications or conclusions should be provided.

Too Many Cats in My Life:

A Case Study of Opie and Troy


Begin introduction here….

Method

Participants

Note the headings for Participants, Materials and Procedures are italicized, not underlined.

Materials

Procedures

Results

First, explain how the numbers you will be reporting in the results section were obtained.  For example, you might report that “A total score for the Assertive Job Hunting Survey (AJHS) was computed for each student.”   The mean scores for freshman, sophomores, juniors and seniors are provided in Table 1.”


Next, provide a brief summary of the main results.  Then in subsequent paragraphs report the data using sufficient detail to support your conclusion.  In these subsequent paragraphs, each of the hypotheses examined in the study should be discussed in turn.  For example, “In the current experiment we examined whether gender and gpa would be related levels to the AJHS scores.,  Thus, we would first discuss gender and AJHS.  Subsequent sections would focus on gpa and AJHS.

Presentation of the results for each of the hypotheses should include the following information.  First, the factor of interest (e.g., gender) should be stated and the descriptive statistics obtained for that factor should be presented.  In addition, the reader should be directed to any relevant tables or figures by simply stating “The results are provided in Table 1.” or “The results are illustrated in Figure 1.”  Second, the inferential statistic used in the analyses and why it was used should be reported and a brief conclusion based on the obtained results should be provided.  For example, “An independent groups t  test performed comparing the total AJHS scores for males (M = 33.2, ST = 1.33)  and females (M = 43.1, ST = 4.34).  This was found to be statistically significant, t(18) = 3.57, p < .01, indicating that females are more assertive when looking of a job compared to males.”    
Discussion


When writing the discussion you have the opportunity to examine, interpret and qualify the results, as well as draw inferences from them.  Begin the discussion section with a summary of the research study and a clear statement of support or nonsupport for the original hypotheses.  Four major goals should be achieved in the discussion.  First, the results should be summarized.  This summary should not include numbers or analyses.  Rather, the summary should be a verbal description of what was found in the study.  Second, the results should be tied in with the literature that was cited in the introduction.  Remember, in the introduction the background and the motivation for the present study was provided.  In the introduction, you presented the reader with an issue or problem that you intended to address in the current study.  Now in the discussion you need to provide the reader with the appropriate conclusions with regard to the issue or problem you presented earlier.  Similarities and differences between the current research and the previous work of others should clarify your conclusions.


Finally, you should discuss any limitations or problems and subsequently any extensions to the current experiment.  Conclude with a summary and a strong statement of the implications of this work.
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Table 1

Total AJHS Scores for Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors

______________________________________________________________







Year in School
AJHS

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior
Male 

33


21


22

55
Female
33


45


44

52







______________________________________________________________

Figure Caption

Figure 1. Total AJHS scores for Gender and Year in School.
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